
January 2018

Friends oF the Library

Website: http://foloswego.wordpress.com
Email Address: foloswego@gmail.com

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/friends.oswego.library
Phone Number (315) 726-3651

Newsletter

Ann Callaghan Allen grew up in Oswego 
just a few blocks from the library. She can 
still remember the old Children’s Room 
and the day her Mom took her to get her 
very first library card.
 Recently retired from a teaching career 
at both Le Moyne College and SUNY Os-

wego, she and her husband, John, now plan to spend more 
time at the home they built on West Lake Road. They are the 
parents of three daughters, have three wonderful sons-in-
law, and six fantastic grandchildren who they plan to bring to 
the library whenever they are in town for a visit. Ann hopes to 
bring her experience teaching public relations and advertis-
ing to the work of the Friends of the Library.

 Greetings from the Friends of the Library President
 Greetings and Happy New Year!  As our membership drive is upon us, I want to let everyone 
know that memberships can be renewed online at our website at https://foloswego.wordpress.com. 
Just look for membership and follow the instructions.  I also wanted to make everyone aware that 
our board meetings are no longer on the third Monday of the month but have changed to the second 
Monday of the month.  Please feel free to attend if you have any concerns or any ideas you would 
like to share with us.  As always, thank you for your continued support of the Library!Joseph McManus,

Board President

Mary Smith is a native of Oswego. She 
attended local Catholic schools and be-
gan her college career at SUNY Oswego. 
Mary graduated from SUNY Geneseo 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Speech Pathology & Audiology. She re-
ceived her Master of Science degree in 
Communication Sciences & Disorders 

from Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois. Mary worked as a 
Speech/Language Pathologist in the Homer, NY and Fulton, 
NY school Districts. She holds a Certificate of Clinical Com-
petence (CCC-SLP) in Speech Pathology from the Ameri-
can Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)and a 
License in Speech Pathology from New York State.

New Board Members

Time to renew your membership!
 The Friends of the Library take pride in providing funding and volunteer support for projects that help en-
hance the overall mission of the Oswego S.D. Public Library. As a community we know the value of our library. 
It is a place for all ages to engage in activities that promote reading and literacy. We need your help to continue 
this great tradition. Thank you for supporting the Friends of the Library.

Mary Smith, Membership Chair



Annual Meeting and Member Tea

 The Friends of the Library cordially invite you to our an-
nual meeting and a tea party on April 23, 2018 at 4:30 P.M. 
before our regularly scheduled board meeting.  The meeting 
will be held in the community room on the lower level of the 
library.  All members are welcome to attend.  Along with our 
meeting, we will be recognizing members who have assisted 
with library events.

Pancake Breakfast!
 Friends of the Library, together with Oswego Bookmobile, 
are hosting a second, annual breakfast at the Masonic Lodge

March 18, 2018
8:00 A.M. - Noon

765 E. Seneca St., Oswego
Adults $8.00, Children 6 - 16 

$5.00, Under 6 Free

All you can eat: Pancakes, French Toast, Eggs, Bacon, 
Sausage, Home Fries, Milk, Juice, Water, Coffee

Raffles tickets will be available for a quilt, lottery ticket 
board and other smaller items.

Raffle Quilt from a Friend 
for the Friends

Carol Fitzsimmons, a 
long time, Friends of the 
Library member, had 
made and donated a 
beautiful, book quilt for 
us to raffle off.  Carol is 
a prolific quilter who does 
amazing work.  The quilt 
is very colorful, 10X10 
and was quilted by  

Tickets for this beautiful quilt are: 
1 for $1.00
6 for $5.00

15 for $10.00
Tickets are available at the library, from any board member 
and will be available at the pancake breakfast.

April Fund Raiser

 Do you get tired of cooking the same old thing every night?  
Well here is an opportunity for a change of menu!  Put this 
date on your calendar and head to the:

Fajita Grill 
Monday, April 23rd

From 5:00 to 9:00 PM 

10% of the sales go to the Friends of the Library

I’d like to
become a member of

Friends
of the 

Oswego
Public

Library

Friends of the 
Library 

Brochures

 Are you wondering why 
you received a brochure 
AND a renewal envelope 
this year?  We, the board 
of the Friends of the Li-
brary, were hoping you 
would give a us a little help 
with our membership drive 
this year by giving the bro-
chure to a friend of yours 
and asking them to be a 
friend of ours!



Learn To Series at the Library
  Whether you are searching for a new hobby or just 
happy with a make and take class, you’ll find something 
inspiring in our new, Learn To Series.  

In October we found time to learn the old art of Paper Quilling 
with Audrey Scruton of Audrey Elizabeth Creations.  

In December we created a Christmas card with Paper Stitch-
ing taught by Oswego Public Library Clerk, Kathy Carr.  

 The classes are free and held in the community room.  
Please keep your eyes open as we continue the series with 
upcoming events including quilting, Tamari Balls, and pos-
sibly water color painting.  All sponsored by Friends of the 
Library.  If you have any questions or suggestion on future 
classes, or if you are willing to volunteer your crafty skills as 
a presenter, please contact Katie Godici via email at kgo-
dici@twcny.rr.com or by phone at 315-343-4844 (text not 
available).  Thank you. FOL Budgeted Expenses for 2018

Battle of the Books ........................................................$750

Crafts & Refreshments for Children’s programs .........$1,000

Children’s programs  ..................................................$1,500

Board Book Bookcase ................................................... $116

Summer Reading Club Finale ......................................  $270

Reading club for Adults  .................................................$500

Adult programs (special) ................................................$500

Book Mobile ................................................................$1,500

Total ............................................................................$6,136

Golfing for Texas
 We are happy to announce that mini golf was a great suc-

cess again this year 
with lots of happy golf-
ers.  The proceeds this 
year are being donated 
to the William R. “Bill” 
Ellis Memorial Library 
in Port Aransas, Texas.  
A library that was dev-
astated by Hurricane 
Harvey.  Thank you 
to Meghan Pecora at 
Port City Copy Center 

for donating printing, to the Oswego Firefighters Associa-
tion and the Lake City Police Club for sponsoring holes, to 
all the people who 
worked the event 
and to all the peo-
ple who came.  A 
special thank you 
to Russ Bolton, 
who brought the 
golf course from 
Massachusetts at 
no charge. 

Fund raising events for 2017

Gift Wrapping at the river’s end bookstore
 Thank you so much to everyone who helped make our 
2017 gift wrapping event a success. By partnering with the 
river’s end bookstore, we wrapped purchased books for hun-
dreds of holiday shoppers.   Thanks to the river’s end staff, 
our many Friends of the Library who volunteered and the 
customers of the river’s end bookstore, we raised $707.10!
Fund raising night at Friendly’s
Thanks to the community members and Friends who stopped 
in to eat at Friendly’s we made $63.61
2017 Pancake Breakfast



 Have you been up to the Children’s room to see the S.S. 
Garrett Smith?  This is an incredible tug boat that was built 
by Art Jones of Oswego.  Mr. Jones also built a replica of the 
light house for a cupboard to house the blocks, games and 
puzzles that the kids play with.  The library recently held a 
contest to select a name for the boat.  It was named after 
Mr. Garrett Smith who donated the money for the original 
library.  If you are ever in the library, I highly recommend up 
the elevator to check out the boat.  It is very impressive.  The 
kids love it!

The S.S. Gerrit Smith

Thank you to our 
2017 Business Members!

 The board of the Friends of the Library are so appreciative 
of all of our business members.  We thank Mitchell Speed-
way Press, Port City Copy Center, Quality Inn & Suites and 
the river’s end bookstore for their in-kind donations for our 
printing needs, assistance with events and/or partnering with 
us for a fund raiser.
 We also want to thank Pathfinder Bank for being a Gold 
business member, the Oswego Lions Club for their Silver 
membership and Drs. Ernie and Ashley Mears and Vilma Ju-
nio, MD for their Bronze memberships.
 Without their generous donations we would not be able 
to support all the fine programming that occurs in our library.

Staff Luncheon

 Every year the Friends of the Library provide and host a 
luncheon at the library for library staff, volunteers and library 
board directors.  Our meal this year came from Vona’s and 
we served 26 guests.


