
 I hope you are all staying warm and read-
ing good books this winter.  The Friends of 
the Library had a very strong start to the 
new year.  Our business membership pro-
gram is doing very well, and we had an ex-
cellent mini golf event on January 19th for 
our members and library patrons.  I would 
like to take a moment to ask for your help. 

Governor Cuomo, despite having an extra $5.5 billion dollars 
in revenue this year and proposing up to a 4.8% increase 
in state education funding, proposed a FLAT funding for our 
community libraries. Last year’s enacted state budget includ-
ed a 5.7% increase in education funding, but a mere 1.2% 
increase in local library aid. New York State Education Law 
requires library aid for FY 2015-2016 to be $102.6M. This 
figure is based on the most recent census data.  We have a 
pre-drafted letter to voice your support for fully funding NYS 
Library Aid in the FY 2015-2016 Budget - it takes less than 
two minutes to complete.  This can be found on our website  
at http://foloswego.wordpress.com.  Thank You!
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Joe McManus

Greetings from the President of the Friends

New Board Members

 The board of the Friends of the library is made up of nine members.  
Here is president Joe McManus with new members, Jeremy Fadden and 
Mary Spuhler.

Invitation to the Annual Meeting 
and Member Tea

 The annual meeting of Friends of the Library will take 
place on April 20, 2015 at 4:30 P.M. in the library com-
munity room.  The Friends of the Library Board cordially 
invites all members to attend this meeting and to join us 
for tea and refreshments.  Member volunteers will be rec-
ognized at this meeting.

 The new Friends bulletin board 
is by the elevator on the main 
floor.  As you wait for the eleva-
tor, be sure to check to see what 
the Friends are up to!  Janet 
Hutcheson is shown here after 
completing the first display.  

New Bulletin Board

Friends of the Library needs YOU!
 If you are not currently a member, please join us.
Call us at: 315-726-3651 or visit our website and regis-
ter online at: foloswego.wordpress.com.



 By partnering with the 
river’s end bookstore, we 
wrapped purchased books 
at the bookstore for hun-
dreds of holiday shoppers 
from Saturday, December 
8th to Tuesday, December 
23rd.  Thanks to the river’s 
end staff, our many Friends 
of the Library who volun-
teered and the generous 

customers of the river’s end bookstore, we raised $730 in 
donations for our group!
 We would especially like to thank Bill Reilly and Mindy Os-
trow of the river’s end bookstore who made our 2014 event 
such a success.  We also would like to thank our many volun-
teers who made this possible: 
 Sharon Bonney, Donna Bradway, Jeanne Brown, Rosanne 
Conaway, Debbie Deeb, Mary Ann Donahue, Karen Fergu-
son, Carol Fitzsimmons, Mary Ann Hogan, Janet Hutcheson, 
Laurie Kelly, Priscilla LeClair, Beth MacCallum, Joe McManus, 
Stephanie Magrisi, Melissa Murphy, Kathy Mantaro, Donna 
Miles, Sharon Morey, Kathy Neiman, Cindy Pauldine, Margie 
Poor, Theresa Slosek, Laura Suchnicki, Karen Swartz, Joan 
Waterbury and Sheila Weigelt.

Mini golf - a great success!
 Our mini golf event was a great suc-
cess.  We had a total of 135 golfers, young 
and older.  Many people volunteered to 
help out at the event and to bake.  Cindy 
Pauldine (in the picture on the right) was 
the chairperson of the bake sale. We had 
an abundance of baked goods with the 
left over baked goods being donated to 
Valehaven. Thank you to all our mem-
bers who helped with this great event.  
We are looking forward to doing it again 
next year!

Gift Wrapping Fund-raiser

Submitted by:  Janet Hutcheson

 The board of the Friends of the Library is 
wondering if you would be interested in at-
tending one of the Rosamond Gifford Lec-
tures in Syracuse that are sponsored by the 
Friends of the Onondaga Public Library.  At 
this time, we do not know who the guest speaker will be but are 
just trying to determine if enough people are interested to war-
rant looking into chartering a bus to take us to the city.  If you 
think you would like to do this, please give Jeanne Brown a call 
at 315-216-4805 to let her know how you feel about this idea.

Bus trip anyone?

FOL Misc. Operating  Expenses ............................... $125.00
FOL Supplies ............................................................ $250.00 
Library Holiday Poinsettias ....................................... $150.00 
Library Staff Holiday Luncheon ................................ $300.00 
Membership Supplies ............................................... $500.00 
Adult Programs ...................................................... $3,500.00 
Battle of the Books ................................................... $750.00 
Children’s Room Crafts & Refreshments ............... $1,000.00 
Children’s  Programs ............................................. $1,500.00 
Reading Club Books ................................................. $500.00
Creative Writing Group Facilitators (100 Hours) .... $1,000.00 
Instructors for Computer Classes .......................... $1,260.00
iPad for Library ......................................................... $499.00
Bookmobile Books ................................................. $1,000.00

FOL Budgeted Expenses for 2015

• Join us for a presentation of products and refreshments, 
a chance to win an exclusive Thirty One Product and to 
select a used book for every purchase you make!

Join us for a thirty-one party!
 A company that makes bags and totes for all occa-
sions and purposes.

Saturday, April 11th from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
in the community room.

Buy a bag - get a book fund-raiser!

• If you are unable to attend the party, but wish to support 
the library, please go directly to www.mythirtyone.com/
katiegodiciprice.  Click on the “My Parties”, then look for 
the “Buy a bag, Get a Book Library Fund Raiser”, then 
“Shop Now”.

• All inquiries and orders must be received by April 11, 
2015.  Questions?  Call the Friends of the Library at 
(315) 726-3651, or email us at foloswego@gmail.com.

Bill Reilly, Joe McManus and 
Janet Hutcheson



 Business memberships are an important community partnering effort encouraged by Friends of the Library. We are very 
pleased to announce that PathFinder Bank and  the Oswego Lions Club have renewed their business memberships with the 
Friends of the Library.  We are also pleased to announce that we have some new business members as well, including: Mas-
sage by Michelle, Warner Physical Therapy, Oswego Elks Lodge #271 and Bond Schoeneck and King!
 For the first time, we also have honorary members who donated materials and services.  We thank the river’s end book-
store and i Heart Oswego for their generous donations. 
 These businesses and organizations make a great difference in the amount of dollars we are able to spend on programs 
and services for the library.  Their generosity toward the library and its patrons, and their willingness to step up and support 
our worthy programs, is much appreciated.

 If you own a business or are involved in an organization that is able to become a business member, please do.  You can 
call Jeanne Brown at 315-216-4805 or register online at:  https://foloswego.wordpress.com/business-membership/

PathFinder Bank
Gold Member

river’s end bookstore
 Honorary Member

Warner Physical Therapy
Bronze Member

Business Members

Oswego Lions Club
Silver Member

Oswego Elks Lodge #271
Silver Member

Bond, Schoeneck & King
Bronze Member

Massage by Michelle
Bronze Member

i Heart Oswego
Honorary Member

Thomas Schneider, President and 
CEO of Pathfinder Bank with Joe 
McManus, President of Friends of 
the Library.

Jeanne Brown, of Friends of the 
Library with Brian Warner, Physi-
cal Therapist, of Warner Physical 
Therapy.

Sunny I. Tice, Esq., and Scott J. 
DelConte, Esq. of Bond, Schoe-
neck & King with Cindy Pauldine of 
the Friends of the Library.

Michelle Burgess of Massage by 
Michelle with Jeanne Brown of the 
Friends of the Library.

Left to Right: President, Mike Hen-
derson; Secretary, Becky O’Kane; 
Jeanne Brown; Chris Pelton; Syd-
ney Hammond

Cindy Pauldine, of Friends of the 
Library with Tom Milam, the Ex-
alted Ruler of the Oswego Elks 
Lodge #271.

Jeanne Brown of the Friends of the 
Library with Victoria Usherwood 
Gailinas.

Jeanne Brown, Friends of the Li-
brary with Bill Reilly of the river’s 
end bookstore along with Joe Mc-
Manus of the Friends.



 Karen Swartz (aka Miss Karen) is the chil-
dren’s program coordinator who conducts 
the story hours and plans new programs for 
the children’s room.  Each year,  Miss Karen 
works for months to organize an amazing 
summer reading program.  

Many things are happening upstairs.  Here are a few:

 Reading with Lucy takes place on the 
first and third Tuesday of every month.  
Mary Gilbert brings her English Setter 
therapy dog to the library for the children 
to read to.  The kids love it and wait in line 
for their turn with Lucy. 

 Lego Club is held the second 
Thursday of the month. Dawn Matott  
wheels in large tubs of Legos for the 
kids to build the theme of the month.  
Themes include things like: prehis-
toric/dinosurs and science fiction. 

 Origami classes are held one Saturday 
a month, taught by Wuxin Shen.  This is 
one of the animals they made.  Check out 
the exhibit to see more.  They are amaz-
ing!

   
 Art with Jen!  On the second Saturday 
of each month, students discover a new 
artist. After learning about the featured 
artist, students create an art piece in the 
style of that artist.  March: Kandinsky and 
blending colors!

 The summer reading program this year is all about heros.  If 
you have young children visiting this summer, be sure to bring 
them to the library for some wonderful programs!

 And, if you have empty cereal or cracker boxes that you 
wouldn’t mind carrying into the library, Karen can use them 
for one of the projects she already has lined up for this sum-
mer.

Jen Blanchard

Library Learning Center
 

 Meet Crystal Wilcox, the Director of the Li-
brary Learning Center.  The Library Learn-
ing Center provides free services available 
to anyone living or working in the Oswego 
community.  It hosts a variety of computer 
and career skills classes and open com-

puter lab hours for individuals and small groups seeking free 
computer and career skills help.   Explore this website for 
more information: http://oswego.learninglibraries.org/.

 The Port City Writer’s Group is an innovative new creative 
writing group funded by the Friends of the Library and taught 
by Amanda Sawyer and Crystal Wilcox. This group always 
welcomes new members of any ability, age, interest, or goal 
level for their writing. Events include prompts, proofreading, 
genre specific writing tips, and much more. There are also 
specialized classes such as ‘Getting to Know Your Inner 
Writer” and “Self Publishing”. There are plans for agents and 
publishers to speak as well as local authors to discuss how 
they got their start. Meeting dates and times vary, for more 
information please contact oswegowriters@gmail.com.

The Port City Writer’s Group

 
 Did you know there is an art 
gallery on the lower level of the 
library?  Presently the collection 
is of Historic Oswego Replica 
Prints.  Stop in to enjoy these 
remade treasures by Allen Bjork-
man whose Fenix art studio is lo-
cated in the Picture Connection.

Art Gallery

 If you have any suggestions for the Friends of the 
Library, please contact us by email at: foloswego@
gmail.com or call our number at: 315-726-3651.

Upstairs Downstairs


