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Greetings from the Friends of the Library President
 

 The Friends of the Library board feels that it is important to increase communication with our 
members so we have set up several channels for us to connect with you.  We now have a website: 
http://foloswego.wordpress.com, an email address: foloswego@gmail.com, a Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/friends.oswego.library, and phone number (315) 726-3651.  The Facebook 
page and website are continually updated with the latest news and announcements about various 
programs at the Library.  If you have any questions you can send an email or make a phone call.  

Joseph McManus
Board President

Back row, left to right:  Jeanne Brown, Theresa 
Slosek, Karen Ferguson, Carol Fitzsimmons, 
Teresa Woolson. Front row, left to right: Janet 
Hutcheson, Joseph McManus, Stephanie Magrisi.  
Missing from photo: Carolyn Dougherty

Meet The Board of Directors of The Friends of The Library

 

It’s Time to Renew!
 Annual membership in the Friends of the Library runs from January to December with renew-
al in the Fall.  It’s time now to renew your membership for 2014!  Please complete the enclosed 
membership renewal form and return with your check to the library.  We thank you for your 
continued support! 
 

 Thank you for your continued support!



Coming Events
October Book Reviews
 Please join us at the library in October for the annual fall book reviews.  All programs are free and held in the 
community room.  Light refreshments are served.  Please note that some are at noon and some are in the evening.
 
  October 1st at 12:00 P.M.:  Theresa Slosek reviewing Americanah, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
 October 8th at 6:30 P.M.:   Theresa Slosek reviewing The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald
 October 15th at 12:00 P.M.:   Donna Bradway reviewing Little Night, by Luanne Rice
 October 22nd at 6:30 P.M.:   Janet Dehm discussing “Picture Books With A Conscience” 
 October 29th at 12:00 P.M.:  Carol Fitzsimmons reviewing The Light in the Ruins, by Chris Bohjalian

Author Night - October 15th at 6:30 P.M.
 
 Come  and join Jim Farfaglia for a discussion of his book,  People, Places & Things:  
The Powerful Nouns of My Life.  A book signing will follow with light refreshments.  

 Jim Farfaglia, a former teacher and camp director, is the author of two books of 
poetry: Country Boy, a testimonial to his farming family and rural roots, and People, 
Places & Things: The Powerful Nouns of My Life. He is also the co-author of Camp 
Hollis: The Origins of Oswego County’s Children’s Camp and the editor of Harvest 
and I Live As a Cloud, two collections of children’s writing.  Jim’s work is featured in 
the Valley News’ weekly column “Poetry Corner.” Visit www.jimfarfaglia.weebly.com.

“Tasty Reads” - November 14th at 6 P.M. 
 Do you enjoy novels that include culinary references and recipes?   If 
you do, please join us to hear about the “Teashop Mystery Series” by 
Laura Child.  A discussion of the series will be led by Carol Fitzsim-
mons.  The discussion will be followed by a tea, featuring finger foods 
made from recipes included in the books.  The books will be available 
in the library.  For synopses of the books, check out this website: http://
www.laurachilds.com/teashopmys.html.



Volunteers Needed! 
 
 

Saturday, December 7th through Monday, December 23rd

 Our annual fundraising event at the river’s end bookstore will take place on weekdays from 4:00 P.M. to 8:00 
P.M. and weekends from 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
 Bill Reilly and the staff of the river’s end bookstore make this an easy and enjoyable fundraiser.  A special table 
is set up in the bookstore and our volunteers wrap purchased books for holiday shoppers.  A donation box for the 
Friends group is prominently displayed on this table.  
 We need to fill 34, two hour time slots.  Friends of the Library members are encouraged to sign up for one or 
more time slots.  If you are interested, please contact Janet Hutcheson at jhutches@twcny.rr.com or 315-342-
0105 as soon as you are able to.   
 Once we have our volunteers, a final gift wrapping schedule will be sent out to the volunteers in November.  

Bylaws Revision
 The board of directors felt it was time to revise our bylaws.  The proposed revisions to the bylaws are 
posted on the Friends of the Library table near the front door in the library.  They are also posted on our 
website at: http://foloswego.wordpress.com.  If you have any questions or concerns, please send us an email 
at: foloswego@gmail.com or call us at: 315-726-3651.  The revised bylaws will be voted on during our 
board meeting on October 21, 2013.  All members are welcome to attend.

An Evening With Author Ellen Marie Wiseman
 On Thursday, September 19th, the Reading Circle and 
Friends of the Library welcomed author Ellen Marie Wise-
man to the Oswego Public Library.  Ellen discussed her de-
but novel, The Plum Tree to a large and enthusiastic audi-
ence.  The Plum Tree is “a deeply moving novel about 17 
year old Christine Bolz and her family during the chaos of 
WWII and the aftermath.”  The story is told from one of the 
best vantage points for witnessing the cruelties and the final 
ruin of the Third Reich---the German home front.  

  In addition to answering questions about her novel, Ellen 
shared photographs of her family upon whom the novel is 
based.  Following her talk, there was a reception with Ger-

man foods such as aphfelschorle (sparkling water with apple 
juice), roggenbrot and pflaumenmus (warm rye bread with 
plum jam), Deutsche schokolode muffins (German chocolate 

cupcakes), apfel kuchen (apple cake) and more!  
 Ellen also autographed copies of her book and graciously donated one of her books to the Friends of the Li-
brary group.  The donated book will be used in an upcoming event.  
 The author visit was sponsored by The Friends of the Library and The Oswego Public Library Reading Circle.  
Friends of the Library Secretary, Janet Hutcheson, and Program Chairperson, Carol Fitzsimmons, organized the 
event.  
 Copies of The Plum Tree are available to borrow from The Oswego Public Library.  

Janet Hutcheson, Ellen Marie Wiseman
 and Carol Fitzsimmons



A Message from the Library Director
 On behalf of the Oswego Public Library, I would like to express our appreciation to Friends of 
the Library for their support of the many programs that have been held at the library since the 
beginning of the year.  Karen Swartz, Children’s Coordinator of the Children’s Room, was able to 
present over 101 story hours from January through June that included stories, refreshments and 
crafts.  It has been shown repeatedly that exposure to literature and the use of crafts that stress 
colors and manipulation help prepare children to enter kindergarten.   Our story hours not only 
educate children in the love of reading but provide them with a place to interact with others their 
own age in a fun and pleasant setting.
 During the summer, we had a very successful summer reading program.   Programs were held 

daily in the Children’s Room during the week using the national reading theme “Dig into Reading”.  This program 
has always been a successful activity for the library.  Over 410 children, 100 more children than last year, partici-
pated in the program.  Children received credit for either the number of books they read or the number of minutes 
they read.    Our top readers this summer included: Tillie Beasley, having read 800 books  and  Makalu Fragal, 
reading over 7200 minutes.
 Friends of the Library funds have also been used to continue our technology education program in the library’s 
Learning Lab.  Jessica Galvin, our technology instructor, provides the community with a wide assortment of com-
puter classes along with one-on-one assistance.  Listings of classes for which you can register are on our website: 
www.oswegopubliclibrary.org or you can call 341-5867. 
 The library was successful in obtaining funds from Northern New York Library Network (NNYLN) to digitize 
some unique collections. Recently digitized were the 110 year old  glass negative plates of Ella Wheeler.   The 
“Oswego County Historical Society Journals,” and the “Ontario Chronicle” (the local newsletter written by the 
refugees in Fort Ontario during SAFE Haven) are soon to be sent to NNYLN for digitizing.
 We hope that you will stop in at the library to see all that we have to offer.  Our hours are Monday through 
Thursday 10-8, Friday 10-5 and Saturday and Sunday 12-5. Again, thank you so much for your support.

Carol Ferlito, Director
Oswego Public Library

Oswego Public Library Reading Circle
 The first meeting of the “Reading Circle” was held on October 24, 2002.  It is a book club for any adult who likes 
to read and would enjoy sharing opinions while discussing a book. The goal is to discuss new books, classics, and 
favorite authors, and to have fun!  Meetings are held in the Community Room at 6:30 P.M. 
 The book list for this year is as follows:
 September 19th:  The Plum Tree, by Ellen Marie Wiseman, moderated by Janet Hutcheson,
 October 10th:  Faith Bass Darling’s Last Garage Sale, by Lynda Rutledge, moderated by Tina Bitler,
 November 7th:  An Invisible Thread: The true Story of an 11 year old Panhandler, a Busy Sales Executive, 

and an Unlikely Meeting With Destiny by Laura Schorff, Alex Tresniowski, and Valerie Sa-
lembier, moderated by Karen Swartz

 December 5th:  Party to choose next book selections in the Library’s Community Room at 6 pm
 January 9th:  A Secret Gift:  How One Man’s Kindness and a Trove of Letters Revealed the Hidden His-

tory of the Great Depression by Ted Gup, moderated by Midge Sternberg

A Note From the Editors
 We hope you enjoyed our first newsletter and found it helpful.  We are attempting to be more connected with 
the membership and welcome your feedback and any questions you may have about the organization.  We are 
planning to do another newsletter in the spring and would like to send as many as we can electronically.  Please 
be sure to include your email address on the renewal envelope.  It will save us greatly on printing and 
mailing costs.
 


